THEMAJESTY & MYSTERY OF THE MEGILLAH 43

1. b. Arakhin 10b
For Purim, where there is a miracle, let us say Hallel?
1. R.Yitzhak said: [we don't] because we don’t sing

praise on a miracle that took place outside the
Land of Israel.

a. R.Nahman b. Yitzhak countered: but the
Exodus was a miracle that took place
outside the Land of Israel and we say
Hallel!

b. [It’s different] as we were taught: “until
the Jewish people entered the Land of Is-
rael all miracles, regardless of where they
took place, were worth of Hallel. Once
the Jewish people entered the Land of Is-
rael, non-Land of Israel miracles were
not.

2. R.Nahman says: the reading is Hallel.

3. Rava says: it makes sense to say Hallel on Pesah,
for we say, “praise be the servants of God” and we
are no longer servants of Pharaoh. Here, however,
can we say, “praise be the servants of God” and
we are not servants of Ahashverosh? We are still

his servants.

2. Rif Megillah 4a

R. Nahman says: the reading is Hallel. Rava objects: how
can we say this? it makes sense to say Hallel on Pesach, for
we say, “praise be the servants of God” and we are no
longer servants of Pharaoh. Here, however, can we say,
“praise be the servants of God” and we are not servants of
Ahashverosh? We are still his servants. Therefore, we do
not say Hallel on Purim.
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3. Magen Avraham O.H. 693, 2

“We do not say Hallel [on Purim].” It makes sense to say
it for the Exodus because we say, “praise be the servants of
God” and we are not servants of Pharaoh. But here we are
still servants of Ahashverosh.

4. M.T. Laws of Megillah and Hanukkah 3:6

But on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur there is no Hallel
because they are days of repentance, fear, and trembling
and not days of great joy. And they did not institute Hallel
on Purim because the megillah reading is the Hallel.

5. Levush, O.H. 693, 3

And furthermore, given that the megillah reading is like
Hallel, and is done in place of Hallel, for it is nothing other
than singing and praise for a miracle, given this there is
not greater song than the megillah, which publicizes the
miracle with praise to the One whose name shall be
blessed for saving us.

6. Responsa Hatam Sofer 1 O.H. §192

And furthermore, why did the Men of the Great Assembly
institute that the megillah be read and not Hallel? It is not
difficult. Given that, from the beginning, they were hesi-
tant to institute Purim, for it says “three times and not
four” until they found justification from the Torah [cf.
Meg. 7a], the reason, it seems to be, is because there is no
need to add another need to publicly remember Amalek
and his descendants in the Torah every year. And so it
seems, even to R. Nahman b. Yitzchak the reading is more
important than Hallel itself because with the Exodus we
can infer that there is no need to recall the miracle at all
[because Hallel recalls it]. Given this, the Men of the Great
Assembly required the writing of the megillah ... and we
do not follow the view of the Meiri because we cannot ful-
fil this Hallel with Hallel.
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7.b. Meg. 20b

The whole day is appropriate for the reading of the megil-
lah and for saying Hallel ... From where do we know this?
... Hallel, for it is written (Ps. 113:3) “from the rising of the

sun to its setting” R. Yosei says (Ps. 118:24): “this is the day
God made”
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